A Statement from Senate Assistant Minority Leaders .
Claire Robling and Mike McGinn

"Today we have filed an ethics complaint agamst Senate Majority. Leader Dean
Johnson, and delivered the complaint dire¢tly to the ofﬁce of the Premdent of the
Senate, James Metzen. ' :

“Over. the. last week, Senate Repubhcans have dlscussed at great length the
statements allegedly made to Senator Johnson by membcrs ‘of the Minnesota
Supreme Court. We agreed to wait until all the facts came Out to declde what
action, if any, to take,

“Unfortunately, the facts have been elusive. Senator Johnson’s story has ‘been
constantly evolwng The integtity of the Minnesota Senaté ‘and the anesom
Supreme Court has been diminished. :

“Because we understand that if we do- nothmg we are. giwng tacit; approval of
unethical condum-., we believe ﬁmher mvesugamn is. nf.-cessaxy ' k

“We hope that rank-and-ﬁ.le Senatc DFL members w:ll recogmze the grawty of
this situation, and hold their 1eader accountable, We know that if i it was one of our
Senate. Repubhcan Caucns members, we wau.ld be obhged to set asxde parusan
allegiance and seek the facts, . | s

“This matter is on]y about mamtammg the cthmal standards ‘we expect from our
colleagucs ‘and ‘are in turn ‘expected to Iwe up to anesotam deserve the best
fmm thosa thay elect to servc: i :
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“While we dwagrea w1t11 the Senate. Maj unty Leader and th’ DFL caur:us ond host
of different issues, this action is mot about any of those issues — this is about
upholding the integrity of our Supreme Court and the mtcgnty of the. Mumesota
Senate.”
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Semator Robling can be reaehed at 651.296.4123.

Senator MGinn can be yedched ot 651.297.8073, i1
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March 23,2006 . | o Senate
; "State of Minnesota

SmatorJamesP Metzen . T AT
Chair, Subcommittee on Ethical Condur:t ' TS
322 CapitolBuﬂdmg ' ST
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Dear Senator Metzen:

Attached to this letter is a complaint regarding the oonduc':.t":of Senator D’éﬁﬁ'E
Johnson. This complaint is prepared pursuant to the prowmons of Senate Permanent Rule
53.-By the-delivery of this letter and attached complaint, it is herby filed pursuant tq Rule

55. We asgk for the Subcommittee to investigate these allegaﬂona and take actmn in
accordance wlrh ﬂns Rule.
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. We are ¢ aware that a member of the Subcummmea, Smatpr Mee. Mona may| be
physmally unable to participate in the Subcommittee’s deliberations, If anew member of
the Subcormittes needs to be appointed, we ask that the Msjotity Leader not make that
eppointment. As the subgwt of the complaint, it would be i mam:iru:iprmtt'r for Senator Dean
E ] ohnson to participate in the Submmumtee’s activities to Such an extent.
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COMPLAINT |

TO THE - '

. SUBCDMNIITTEE ON ETHICAL CONDUCT

C ":\-.-:’c.x’:s;\-v:‘;wu‘ag*‘;\.f-‘,a,:,&l;‘J-\. Fi o, REGARDWG THE ACTIONS
R OF

SENATOR DEANE. JOHNSON
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Smaturs M1ke McGinn. Claire Robling, Dick Day. Warren lemer Geoﬂ' Michel and
Pat Pariseau, each being first duly swom, state and allege under oath the fo!lomng based
upon information and bel:ef'

L
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1 Smatnr Dean E. Johnsun addressed a gathering of elergy fmm New London

. and Spmer i '_’ ' ’_'m il the ity of New London, anesete in .Tanua:y of 2006

l

2 At ﬂ:us meenng, Senamr Johnson spoke to the issue ot‘ a propos:d amendmmt
to the anesota Constitwtion defining marriage as a union between one man, and. one
woman, This constitutional emendment has been, and is, an 1ssue that wﬂl be oousidered
by the anesota Senate in the 2006 legislative session. -

3 ‘As part of the d:scussmn at this meeung, Smator Jehnson is hea:d o sTate that
he has had conversations with three of the justices of the Minnesota Supreme Court,
‘naming.one of themrspeeiﬁeeﬂy4;,5matoq Johneon, without gg@,hﬁgquon of eriy manner,
‘asserted: that those Jusnees assured him that they would not find the currmt aneeuta
stetute that deﬁnes marnage to be unconsntuﬂonal

. 4, l\-f.fnmmta 8 Cnde of Judtmal Conduet prohbits Judgee endjusﬁcee fmm
dmm:ss:ng cases that could come before the court and from mmmm:ing to vote on a case
orissusina cem:n way if the case does come before them...--‘;: :

5 The fonner Cluef Jushee of the anesote Supreme Cnurt spemﬁc.ally named
, by Sen tor. Johmson has absolutely denied the assertion that. she uommitr.ed to: any
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parucular ng or ﬁndmg iy ﬂ:us miaftes; stahng ‘It Just ncvet heppened nos

6 The Lfﬁnnesnta Supreme Caurt has also issued a statemmt that as to any of the
Ju.stmee, “No such pm:mse or mmmxtment was made”. . .
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7 Nonetheless, m m mtemew w1th Mnnesota Pubhe Rad:p on Mqrch 16 2006
: Senator Johnson continued o assert that he had talked with one’ 'of the justices,of the .
Mnneeote Supreu:ne Court about the Iegahty of the Minnesota stﬂzl:utory amendments
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" S Howaver changng hts ass:rttuns, in a story regardmg thts msue that appeared
in the March 17, 2006 edition of the Star Tribune newspaper, Se.nator Johnson i is quoted
inan 1nt¢mew with Teporters ftom the newspaper that: o , .

“I embellished it to say the Judtcm'y doesn’t seem. tno mterested in |
ovettummg ﬂus"
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9 On March 17, 2006 ina bneﬁng with reporters, Scnator J ohnson agam .
retreated from some aspects of his previous comments — the conversation involved only
one justice and it occurred during a chance encounter. Nonethelem Senator Johnson
continued to assert that he bad had a discussion with a justice tega:dmg the lagaltty of
Minnesota’s 1997 enactments defining marriage.

10. In an interview with reporters on March 20, 2006, current Chief Justice of the
‘Minnegota Supreme Court, Russell Anderson flatly denjed that any conversation, whether
formal or casual, whether specific or general, had ever occurred between Senator Johnson
and 2 justice of the Supreme Court. According to & story in the March 21, 2006 edition
of the Star Tribune newspaper, Chief Tustice Anderson stated that he had spoken with

every member of the Court, as well as the former Chief Iusttce, and emphattcally .
mamtamed that:. o - O . S e
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“we have not had convmattons w:th Senator J ohnsnp about DOMA
[Defense of Mamage Act] or how we mt@t dectde any matter relating to
- 1t. 'I}hts_]ustqeverhappcned“ i
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11, Senate Permanent Rule 56.1 states that “anbers shall adhetetothehtghest
standa:dofethmaloonduct"' N R FE e o
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12 Fféenate Pﬁ'manent Rule 56. 3 provxdes the standard t}mt‘r“lmproper otvpduct

A e,

'mcludes conduct . that wolate.s accepted norms.of Senate beha,wor that, beu:ay‘g’,the

L)

pubhc trust, or thqt tends 0 b:;mg the Senate into dtshnnor or d;arepnte o \

- 13 It is ynm' mmplamants‘ behef that Senator
Pe:manent Rul: 56. ... . Rt

14.‘ Senator .Tohnsun mada public r.:nmments regardmg an msue before thq
Mnncsota Senate. Heis cleatly making these assertions for thcpmpose o{ convmcmg
pm:umpants at these mectings and the public generally thet the pmpuaetl_ co! j;g:guonal
amendment: deﬁning maiTiage is tmuecessary and that ]:us opmtu’ on the pmpusaﬂr L
1egtslanon 13 co:tact. T o ‘

i lS.f Sm,atpp,lohnson has repeatedly hed or m,tsled 111’131'«:.*:A sert ﬁopswqt ié hes hed
mn.vemauuns ora conversation Wlth former and/of & cvrrent member or Themmbers of the
anesota Supreme Cnurt during which ha was assured that aneaota 8 statutory




deﬁmtmn of marriaga would be found cunsutuhonal Sanator Iohnson has hm:Self P
admitted that many aspects of his statements were not true or accurate. However, hé has
contintied to‘cleim that, in some form, he has hed a conversation with'a member of the
Minnesota Suprems Court regarding this subject. As evidenced by the denials from the
former Chief Justice and the current Chief Justice of the anesota Supreme Cmnt,
Senator Johnson's statements are false or misleading. - - AT

_ 16. Your complainants ask that the Subcommittee on Eth:cal Conduct ﬁnd T.hat
Senator Johvison has violated Senatc Permanent Rule 56 and that 11: remmmmd such
dlsmphnary achon as the Subcommittee finds approprme
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Date: March 22, 2006
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